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1968 that public boards, such as city 
councils, could not meet in private 
with their attorneys without violating 
the FOI Act. Some lawyers want re- 
lief from that ruling for such matters 
as discussing trial strategy, according 
to Foster. 

Tucker’s proposed three amend- 
ments would: 

—Open more public body records 
to inspection through rephrasing of 
the act or addition of what Tucker 
called a “laundry list,” 

—Clarify and perhaps expand the 
instances when public bodies may re- 
tire into executive sessions on person- 
nel matters, and 

—Clarify the situations in which 
public bodies may privately deliberate 
on quasi-judicial matters. 

John Robert Starr, chairman of the 
chapter’s FOI Committee and Little 
Rock bureau chief of the Associated 
Press, endorsed Tucker’s first sugges- 
tion and said the chapter members 
probably would support it in contrast 
to 1973 when the chapter voted to 
fight any legislative tampering with 
the act. 

The current FOI Act requires only 
“records which by law are required 
to be kept and maintained” to be 
open for pubiic inspection. 

Tucker’s second proposal—expand- 
ing executive sessions—was criticized 
by Bridgeforth. 

Several in the audience spoke 
against Tucker’s third proposal, say- 
ing determinations about the appro- 
priateness of private quasi-judicial 
sessions was better left to the courts 
for interpretation. 

In 1973, Tucker advised the state 
Racing Commission that private ses- 
sions were allowed for some delib- 
erations under the state Administra- 
tive Procedures Act. The SPJ, SDX 
chapter threatened to sue the next 
state agency attempting to take ad- 
vantage of the opinion. 

Tucker urged the chapter to file 
suit seeking a declaratory judgment to 
settle the matter. 

“Put your money where your 
mouth is,” Tucker said. “The way to 
administer the FOI Act is not to hope 
no board will try to follow the opin- 
ion, but to challenge the opinion 
first.” 

Carrick H. Patterson, assistant to 
the managing editor of the Gazette, 
challenged Tucker’s advice, asking 
whether he represented the public or 


state agencies and why the public had 
to hire attorneys to challenge his de- 
cisions. 

Tucker said he thought he repre- 
sented the public, but admitted his 
duties sometimes were conflicting. He 
said he also planned to ask the legis- 
lature to adopt a law clarifying his 
‘duties. 

Tucker was an unopposed candi- 
date this year for re-election. 

— Lynda Zimmer 


Open Meetings Lawsuits 


KNOXVILLE, Tenn. — Members of 
the East Tennessee chapter have vot- 
ed to support two Tennessee newspa- 
pers involved in lawsuits concerning 
the state’s open meetings law. 

The chapter voted to join as 
“friends of the court” in lawsuits filed 
by the Chattanooga Times and the 
Oak Ridge Oak Ridger against the 
school boards of Hamilton and Roane 
counties. 

The newspapers claim the two 
school boards are not complying with 
Tennessee’s new Sunshine Law. 

Chapter members also have ap- 
proved a_ resolution commending 
those members of the three-man Ten- 
nessee Valley Authority board of di- 
rectors who support opening their 
meetings to the public and press and 
urging those who have not supported 
the idea to change their minds. TVA 
is a corporate agency of the U.S. Gov- 
ernment with its main offices in Knox- 
ville. 

— Gerald G. Segroves 


Cash Prize in Utah 


Satt Lake Ciry — The Utah 
Headliners chapter has established an 
annual “Utah Excellence in Journal- 
ism” $100 award for print and broad- 
cast entries. 

The contest is open to all Utah 
journalists, print and broadcast, col- 
lege and professional. Entries may be 
any type of journalistic work. An in- 
dividual, group of individuals, or or- 
ganization may enter. Out-of-state 
judges will be used. 

Utah’s TV stations, daily newspa- 
pers, and AP and UPI contributed to 
the award fund. 

Entry deadline is Jan. 10. Awards 
will be made at the chapter’s annual 
banquet here Jan. 25. 





